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The Third Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023

Color of the Day: Purple–used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the
contempt and scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.
Ecclesiastical purple should remind all Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to
leading a life of repentance.

Opening Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #543 - What Wondrous Love is This

Confession and Absolution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 151

a  a  a  Service of the Word  a  a  a 

Introit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 152
Ps. 84: 1-4; antiphon: Ps. 84:5

Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

How lovely is your | dwelling place,*
O | LORD of hosts!

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD;*
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the | living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
| lay her young,*

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King | and my God.
Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,*

ever sing- | ing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,*

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

Kyrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 152

Hymn of Praise (omitted during Lent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 154

Salutation & Collect of the Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have

gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Exodus 17:1–7
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of

Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people
thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why
did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with
thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the
people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there
on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of
it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the
quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

Gradual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the
shame,*

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Romans 5:1–8
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith
into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  6For while we were still
weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. 

Lent Verse (Return to the Lord) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 157

Holy Gospel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 157
John 4:5–30, 39–42
5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from
his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman



said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not
be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”  16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him,
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five
husbands, and the one you now have is not your
husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said
to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.”
21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem
will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour
is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he
comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?”
28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people,
29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They
went out of the town and were coming to him.  39Many Samaritans from that town
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.”
40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he
stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said
to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #824 - May God Bestow on Us His Grace
The Sermon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Justified for Hope ~ Romans 5: 1-8

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), visit  Pastor
Bogs’ blog at rabswritings.blogspot.com or Pastor Mendez’s blog at pastormendez.blogspot.com.

Introduction
Two weeks ago ____________________________________________________ .
Last week ________________________________________________________ .
Being Made Right with God
By nature_________________________________________________________ .
Justification brings _________________________________________________ .
And so, we have ___________________________________________________ .
Paul exhorts us to __________________________________________________ .
Endurance produces ________________________________________________ .

Character produces _________________________________________________
Why We Have Confidence
While we were_____________________________________________________ .
The usual conditions ________________________________________________ .
God’s love is seen __________________________________________________ .
What Does This Mean?
Each week ________________________________________________________ .
Jesus is___________________________________________________________ .
Following His resurrection ___________________________________________ .
Even though_______________________________________________________ .
Which brings us back to _____________________________________________ .
My prayer ________________________________________________________ .
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The Creed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 158/159

Prayer of the Church & Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 159
Our First Fruits & Tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the
Lord for the work of the Gospel. Our Offerings are special gifts for special causes over and
above our tithes. This is an act of worship for members and friends of St. Matthew who
are moved by God's love to respond to the Gospel. Guests should not feel obligated to
participate.

Offertory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 159

a  a  a  Service of the Sacrament  a  a  a 
Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 160

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with
cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and
truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 161

Lord’s Prayer and The Words of Our Lord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 162

Pax Domini & Agnus Dei . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 163

Distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 164
Here at St. Matthew we lovingly practice closed communion. Before partaking of the Lord's
Supper, we ask you to read our communion statement on the insert behind the pew Bible.
If you have any questions, please speak to a pastor or elder. Thank you.

Distribution Hymns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #620 - Jesus Comes Today with Healing
#430 - My Song is Love Unknown

#602 - The Gifts Christ Freely Gives

Post-Communion Canticle (Nunc Dimittis) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 165

Post-Communion Collect and Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 166

Closing Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #693 - O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace


