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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14%, 2021
Color of the Day: Purple—used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn

he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation. Ecclesiastical purple should remind all
Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to leading a life of repentance.

OPENING HYMN #544 - O Love, How Deep
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to our race,
3 For us bap - tized, for us He bore
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught;
0H |
T | | |
I#Eb —® » - J—J—JI — i .
[NV | | I b | o | I
Q) ' ' I ~— & - a &
Be - yond all thought and fan - ta - sy,
Of high - er or of low - er place,
His ho - ly fast and hun - gered sore;
For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By  words and  signs and ac - tions thus
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us the tempt - er o - ver -  threw.
Still  seek - ing not Him - self but us.
5 For us by wickedness 6 For us He rose from death A7 Allglory to our Lord and God
betrayed, again; For love so deep, so high, so
For us, in crown of thorns For us He went on high to broad;
arrayed, reign; The Trinity whom we adore
He bore the shameful cross For us He sent His Spirit here Forever and forevermore.
and death; To guide, to strengthen, and
For us He gave His dying to cheer.
breath.

Text: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)



In the name of the Father and of the »k Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Kneel/Stand)

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 27:3-5; antiphon: v. 1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall | fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | | be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;*
though war arise against me, yet | will be | confident.
One thing have | asked of the LORD, that will | seek | after:*
that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in
his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son”
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall | fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | | be afraid?
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A)] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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SnALUTAT|ON AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P The Lord be with you.

S

And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment,
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4-9

4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became
impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. “And the people came to Moses
and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on
a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole.
And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1-10
'And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 2among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath,
like the rest of mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ®and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, “so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no one may boast. °For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT)
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
h | | | \ A H
A——— — N ———F—r
I—%B"—J—d—é—l—"—d'—l‘ '} & !
mer -ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14-21

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '5that whoever

believes in him may have eternal life.

18“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. ""For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. '8®Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. "?And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 2°For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 2'But whoever does what is true comes
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY

#571 - God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God 1loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav. - ing  grace is nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
5 If you are sick, if death is near, A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

Introduction
This morning we come to hear

And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Lighting
John 3: 14-21

Sin and Its Effect
Jesus answer to Nicademus

Before we chastize the Children of Israel

We are reminded in the Old Testament Lesson
Grace and Its Cure
Thanks be to God,

Jesus came not to condemn the world

God’s will is not that some

God'’s will, and Jesus died, in order that

Paul expounds on Jesus’ words

Paul does not stop there,

Grace Upon Grace
This morning we have the privilege




God gives even more
God is the prime mover
God gives to us and we respond, .
Jesus says it best, /
Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at. https://pastormendez.blogspot.com/

(Stand)

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Sit)
OFFERING
(Stand)
OFFERTORY
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
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(P The Lord be with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as
a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAAX DOMINI
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #555 - Salvation Unto Us Has Come
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1 Sal - wva-tion un - to us has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de - mand And none to Him could
3 It was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
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fa - vor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
ren - der Caused wrath and woe  on ev - 'ty hand For
giv. - en That sin - ners could them - selves re - deem And
ceas - ing; The task was use - less and in vain, Our
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help and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
man, the vile of - fend - er. Our flesh has not those
by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt was e’er in - creas - ing. None can re - move sin’s
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
mir - ror bright To bring the in - bred
poi -  soned dart Or pu - 1 - fy our
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.
5 Yet as the Law must be 7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross
fulfilled Your Word cannot be alone
Or we must die despairing, broken; And rests in Him unceasing;
Christ came and has God'’s Your call rings out, “Come And by its fruits true faith is
anger stilled, unto Me!” known,
Our human nature sharing. No falsehood have You With love and hope
He has for us the Law obeyed spoken. increasing.
And thus the Father’s Baptized into Your precious For faith alone can justify;
vengeance stayed name, Works serve our neighbor and
Which over us impended. My faith cannot be put to supply
shame, The proof that faith is living.
6 Since Christ has full And | shall never perish.
atonement made A 10 All blessing, honor, thanks,
And brought to us salvation, 8 The Law reveals the guilt of and praise
Each Christian therefore may sin To Father, Son, and Spirit,
be glad And makes us conscience- The God who saved us by His
And build on this stricken; grace;
foundation. But then the Gospel enters in All glory to His merit.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, | The sinful soul to quicken. O triune God in heav’n above,
plead, Come to the cross, trust You have revealed Your
Your death is now my life Christ, and live; saving love;
indeed, The Law no peace can ever Your blesséd name we
For You have paid my give, hallow.
ransom. No comfort and no blessing.
Tune and text: Public domain
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #580 - The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace
'QQ'b"‘ — e — —— =
(&) @ | L= | | 1 1
L ﬁ} (&) 1 ! - I 'I[ Il I -
1 The Gos - pel shows the Fa - ther’s grace, Who sent His
2 It sets the Lamb be - fore our eyes, Who made the a -
3 It brings the Sav - ior’s righ-teous - ness To robe our
4 It is the pow'r of God to save From sin and
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Son to save  our race, Pro - claims how Je - sus
ton - ing sac - r - fice, And calls the souls with
souls in roy - al  dress; From  all our guilt it
Sa - tan and the grave; It works the faith  which
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lived and died That we might thus be jus - ti - fied.
guilt op-pressed To come and find e - ter - nal  rest.
brings re - lease = And gives the trou - bled con-science peace.
firm - ly clings To all the trea - sures which it  brings.
5 It bears to all the tidings glad 6 May we in faith its message learn

And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers
And banishes their guilty fears.

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.



Tune and text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

#337 - The Night Will Soon Be Ending
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1 The night will soon be end - ing; The dawn can -
2 The One whom an - gels tend - ed Comes near, a
3 The earth in sure 10 - ta - tion Will  soon bring
4 Yet nights will bring their sad - ness And rob our
5 God dwells with  us in dark - ness And makes the
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not be far. Let songs of praise as - cend - ing Now
child, to serve; Thus God, the judge of - fend - ed, Bears
morn - ing  bright, So run where God’s sal - va - tion Glows
hearts of peace, And sin  in all its mad - ness A -
night as day; Yet we re - sist the bright - ness And
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greet the Morn - ing Star! All you whom dark - ness
all our sins de - serve. The guilt - y need not
in a sta - ble’s  light. As old as sin’s  per -
round us may in - crease. But now  one Star is
turn from God a - way. But  grace does not for -
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fright - ens With guilt or grief or pain, God’s ra - diant
cow - er, For God has rec - on - ciled Through His re -
ver - sion Is mer - cy’s vast de - sign: God  brings a
beam - ing Whose rays have pierced the night: God  comes for
sake us, How - ev - er far  we run. God claims us
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Star  now bright - ens And bids you sing a - gain.
demp - tive pow - er All those who trust this  child.
new cre - a - tion—This child its seal and sign.
our re - deem - ing From sin’s op - pres - sive might.
still as chil - dren Through Mar - y’s in - fant Son.

Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

Tune: Public domain

(Stand)

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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BENEDICTION
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN #542 - When | Behold Jesus Christ
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1 When 1 be - hold Je - sus Christ, True God who died for me,
2 For me You gave all Your love, For me You suf-fered pain;
3 You had no sin, ho -1ly Lord, But You were tor-tured, tried;
4 What love is this? Great-er love No one has ev -er known.
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I won-der much at Hislove As He hung on the tree.
I find no words, noth - ing can Your self - less-ness ex - plain.
On Gol-go - tha there for all My sins You bled and died.
My life with God— this I owe To You, and You a - lone.
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What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?

l I I N I

e e e ™ Lo
.

A 1 I INT = [ 11

o' L4 & 3

You showed Your love, Je - sus, there To me on Cal - va - ry.
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What kind of love is  this? What kind of love is this?
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You showed Your love, Je - sus, there To me on Cal - va - ry.
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