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The Third Sunday in Lent
March 20, 2022

Color of the Day: Purple-used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid
reminder of the contempt and scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice
he made for our eternal salvation. Ecclesiastical purple should remind all
Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to leading a life of
repentance.

OpeningHymn.............. #691 - Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
Confessionand Absolution ........................ ... ... Page 151

' " ' Service of the Word = & %

Introit. ... Page 152
Ps. 5:4-8; antiphon: Ps. 1:6
For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;*
evil may not ‘ dwell with you.
The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;*
you hate all evil- | doers.
You destroy those | who speak lies;*
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man.
Eut I, trrough the abundance of your steadfast love, will en- | ter your
ouse.
| will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of you.
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my | enemies;*
make your way straight be- | fore me.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. l{Amen.
For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.

Kyrie. ..o Page 152
Hymn of Praise (Gloriain Excelsis) ............ Omitted during Lent
Salutation & Collectof theDay.......................... Page 156

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old TestamentReading ..................... ...t Page 156
Ezekiel 33:7-20
’“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall Eive them warning
from me. °if | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand.
But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have
delivered your soul. *“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel,
Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,
and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ "Say to them,
As | live, declares the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? **“And
you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous
shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of
the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, and
the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins.
“Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in
his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be
remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. *Again,
though | say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,” yet if he turns from his
sin and does what is just and right, "if the wicked restores the pledge,
gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of lite,
not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. ®°None of the sins
that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done
what is just and right; he shall surely live. 7*“Yet your people say, ‘The way
of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not just. *When
the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die
forit. ?And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is
just and right, he shall live by them. **Yet Kou say, ‘The way of the Lord is
notjust.” O house of Israel, | willjudge each of you according to his ways.”
Gradual ........ ... .. Page 156
Heb. 12:2
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and Eerfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing
the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

EpistleReading ............. ... ...l Page 156
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

'I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, *and all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud andinthe sea,’and all ate the same spiritual food, *and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed
them, and the Rock was Christ.’Nevertheless, with most of them God was
not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. °Now these
things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they



did. ‘Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” *We must not
indulge in sexual immoralitg as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. °We must not put Christ to the test, as some
of them did and were destroyed by serpents, °nor grumble, as some of
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. "Now these things
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. “Therefore let
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. *No temptation
has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he
will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Verse (Alleluia omitted during Lent)..................... Page 157
HolyGospel. ... Page 157
Luke 13:1-9

'There were some present at that very time who told him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. *And he
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way?>No, | tell
you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. *Or those eighteen
on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they
were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? °No, |
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” °And he told
this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came
seeking fruit on it and found none.’And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look,
for three years now | have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find
none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ *And he answered
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure.
Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can
cut it down.””

Children’s Message
HymnoftheDay ............ #824 — May God Bestow on Us His Grace
TheSermon........................ Using Up Good Soil - Luke 13:1-9

Want to read along, miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church
doctrine? Check out Pastor Bogs’ blog at: rabswritings.blogspot.com or Pastor Mendez’s
blog at: pastormendez.blogspot.com.

Introduction

The question is asked ?
People have asked ?
The Wrong Approach

To equate bad things with
Jesus’ answer

The connection between sins and
Jesus’ answer

The Right Approach
The vineyard owner is
The vineyard is

The Vinedresser is
The three years are
Application
Suffering is
However, there is not necessarily a
None need suffer

God has done everything
The ultimate purpose of suffering is
Jesus is

Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Creed. ... ... Page 158
Prayer of the Church & Offering ........................ Page 159

Our First Fruits and Tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to
the Lord for the work of the Gospel. Our Offerings are special gifts for special causes
over and above our tithes. This is an act of worship for members and friends of St.
Matthew who are moved by God's love to respond to the Gospel. Guests should not
feel obligated to participate.

Offertory. ...t Page 159
¥ H E Service of the Sacrament ¥ ' &

Preface ....... ..o Page 160
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of
the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast
in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (Holy, Holy,Holy). .............. ... ..ot Page 161
Lord’s Prayer and The Words of Our Lord................ Page 162
Pax Dominiand AgnusDei ............................. Page 163
Distribution ........... ... ... ... Page 164

Before partaking of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you read our communion
statement on the pew insert behind the Bible. Thank you.

Distribution Hymns........... #765 — God Moves in a Mysterious Way
#755 — In the Very Midst of Life
#704 - Renew Me, O Eternal Light

NuncDimittis........... ... i Page 165
Benediction .......... ... ... i Page 166
ClosingHymn.................. #762 - There Is A Time for Ev’rything



