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The Second Sunday in Lent
March 5, 2023

Color of the Day: Purple–used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the
contempt and scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.
Ecclesiastical purple should remind all Christians of their daily need to humbly give attention to
leading a life of repentance.

Opening Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #708 - Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart

Confession and Absolution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 151

a  a  a  Service of the Word  a  a  a 

Introit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 152
Ps. 105:4-7; antiphon: Ps. 105: 8

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!

Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!

He is the | LORD our God;*
his judgments are in | all the earth.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

Kyrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 152

Hymn of Praise (omitted during Lent) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 154

Salutation & Collect of the Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power

defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Old Testament Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Genesis 12:1–9
1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred

and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they
had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set
out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan,
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the
LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on,
still going toward the Negeb.

Gradual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the
shame,*

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 156
Romans 4:1–8, 13–17
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to

the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works,
his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God
counts righteousness apart from works:
7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
13 The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world
did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression.
16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is



written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. 

Lent Verse (Return to the Lord) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 157

Holy Gospel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 157
John 3:1–17
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are
a teacher come from God, for no one can do these
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You
must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly,
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16[Jesus said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. 

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #936 - Sing Praise to the God of Israel
The Sermon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Children of Abraham ~ Romans 4: 1-8, 13-17

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), visit  Pastor
Bogs’ blog at rabswritings.blogspot.com or Pastor Mendez’s blog at pastormendez.blogspot.com.

Introduction
Last week ___________________________________________________ .
Today we move forward ________________________________________ .
God’s Promise
God reiterated ________________________________________________ .
The difference between_________________________________________ .
The analogy of inheritance ______________________________________ .
Salvation means ______________________________________________ .
Forgiveness is ________________________________________________ .

Forgiveness __________________________________________________
Through Faith
The purpose of the law _________________________________________ .
The difficulty of the law ________________________________________ .
The promise comes from _______________________________________ .
The promise does not depend on _________________________________ .
What Does This Mean?
We are by nature ______________________________________________ .
We are not___________________________________________________ .
By faith we are _______________________________________________ .
Our confidence is in ___________________________________________ .
Thanks be to God _____________________________________________ .
 Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                      

The Creed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 158/159

Prayer of the Church & Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 159
Our First Fruits & Tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the
Lord for the work of the Gospel. Our Offerings are special gifts for special causes over and
above our tithes. This is an act of worship for members and friends of St. Matthew who
are moved by God's love to respond to the Gospel. Guests should not feel obligated to
participate.

Offertory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 159

a  a  a  Service of the Sacrament  a  a  a 
Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 160

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with
cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and
truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 161

Lord’s Prayer and The Words of Our Lord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 162

Pax Domini & Agnus Dei . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 163

Distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 164
Here at St. Matthew we lovingly practice closed communion. Before partaking of the
Lord's Supper, we ask you to read our communion statement on the insert behind the pew
Bible. If you have any questions, please speak to a pastor or elder. Thank you.

Distribution Hymns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #732 - All Depends on Our Possessing
#555 - Salvation Unto Us Has Come

Post-Communion Canticle (Nunc Dimittis) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 165

Post-Communion Collect and Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 166

Closing Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #673 - Jerusalem, My Happy Home


