Saint Matthew Lutheran Church of Westfield
The Rev. Dr. Ronald A. Bogs, Pastor
The Rev. Arturo G. Mendez, Associate Pastor
21434 East Hardy Road
Houston, Texas 77073
Office Phone: (281) 443-2304
Church Website: www.stmatthewlcms.com
Pastor Bogs’ Email: pastorbogs@stmatthewlcms.com
Pastor Mendez’s Email: pastormendez@stmatthewlcms.com

2 nd Number: (281) 443-8463
Office Email: office@stmatthewlcms.com
Pastor Bogs’ Mobile: (832) 515-4830
Pastor Mendez’s Mobile: (832) 883-1705

Color of the Day: White - the festival color of the Church. It is reserved for celebrations that reflect themes of
purity, light, innocence, holiness, and redemption, including special events in Jesus' life as His Birth, Baptism,
Transfiguration, and Resurrection.

OPENING HYMN

5

The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

#467 - Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

6

Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes
through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and
pain;
He shatters hell’s grim
thrall;
I follow Him through all.

Text and tune: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)

7

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has
shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
(Kneel/Stand)
P
C

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
(Stand)
P

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT

Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.

KYRIE

THIS IS THE FEAST

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(Sit)

FIRST READING

Acts 4:32–35
full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
32The

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

EPISTLE

1 John 1:1—2:2
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and
testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If
we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.
1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.
1That

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

John 20:19–31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness
from anyone, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY

#471 - O Sons and Daughters of the King

4

That night the_apostles met in
fear;
Among them came their
master dear
And said, “My peace be with
you here.”
Alleluia!

5

When Thomas first the tidings
heard
That they had seen the risen
Lord,
He doubted the disciples’
word.
Alleluia!

6

“My piercèd side, O Thomas,
see,
And look upon My hands, My
feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia!

8

How blest are they who have
not seen
And yet whose faith has
constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!

7

No longer Thomas then
denied;
He saw the feet, the hands,
the side;
“You are my Lord and God!”
he cried.
Alleluia!

9

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and
praise:
To God your hearts and
voices raise.
Alleluia! Refrain

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

He Is Risen
John 20:19-31

Introduction
What’s up with Thomas? ________________________________________________________________ .
Easter Evening
Last week we came and _________________________________________________________________ .
How often do we find ourselves __________________________________________________________ .
The disciples were together ______________________________________________________________ .
Jesus Puts His Peace on Them
Is this not what happens to us ____________________________________________________________ .
But what about Thomas? ________________________________________________________________ .
Yet, before we “beat up” on Thomas _______________________________________________________ .
Thomas Was Absent
In the case of Thomas __________________________________________________________________ .
Every morning we have _________________________________________________________________ .
Jesus Obliges Thomas
We might imagine Thomas ______________________________________________________________ .
I believe the last two verse _______________________________________________________________ .
As John finally tells us __________________________________________________________________ .
For us, Thomas’ doubting was good _______________________________________________________ .
Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:
____________________________________________________________________________________ .
____________________________________________________________________________________ .
Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at: https://pastormendez.blogspot.com/

(Stand)

NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Sit)

OFFERING
(Stand)

OFFERTORY

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your onlybegotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

#487 - Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

Tune and text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

#461 - I Know That My Redeemer Lives

5

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

7

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

6

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

8

He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Tune and text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

#484 - Make Songs of Joy

5

Behold, the tyrants, one and all,
Alleluia!
Before our mighty Savior fall!
Alleluia!

D 6

For this be praised the Son who rose,
Alleluia!
The Father, and the Holy Ghost!
Alleluia!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

(Stand)

THANK THE LORD

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

#473 - Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free

Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
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