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The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021

Color of the Day: White - the festival color of the Church. It is reserved for celebrations that reflect themes of
purity, light, innocence, holiness, and redemption, including special events in Jesus'life as His Birth, Baptism,
Transfiguration, and Resurrection.

OPENING HYMN #482 - This Joyful Eastertide
I 9 - T n T — . — f
|[N3v.4 | | | | | | || L | |
PY) = et T T ' 14 i
1 This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide A - way with sin and
2 Death’s flood has lost its  chill Since Je - sus crossed the
3 My flesh in hope shall rest And for a sea - son
) | N ,
g 1D N T [T Y T f I | I
. 1T | T | I I T | [ [ Il
| T | | I I Il
Py) T = T
sor - row! My love, the Cru - ci - fied,
riv - er; Lov - er of souls, from ill
slum - ber Till trump from east to  west
0| ‘ e G ——
1D I I I N | [T ! 1
6‘ b = P' q P o 1 | T Il I 1
| T Il | 1
[IN3Y.4 | | [ | | | .
Q) I ' |4 ' 1
Has sprung to life  this mor - row:
My pass - ing  soul de - liv - er:
Shall wake the dead in num - ber:
A | Refrain ) ) )
1D I i I | | | | A | I T
| | | IAY
. | 1 | | 1 I
Q) - I ' I I I
Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst His three-day pris - on,
0 | , ‘ ‘
' ﬂ‘" P ——— | ] —F— —— T t —— ———]
[ \Q)u I I o | T 5' f J 5' i e il
Our faith had been in vain: But now has Christ a - ris - en, a -
| P—
[ 1 I T I . - | T I | — | y I il |

I I ]
ris-en, a - ris - en; But now has Christ a - ris - en!
Text and tune: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)

P In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Kneel/Stand)

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You



with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

| am the good | shepherd.”
I know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life | for the sheep.
The LORD is my | shepherd;*
| | shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green | pastures.”
He leads me beside still | waters.
He re- | stores my soul.®
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake.
Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are | with me;*
your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my | enemies;*
you anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
| am the good | shepherd.*
| know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life | for the sheep.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - ln-ia, al -le - Iu - ia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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P] The Lord be with vyou.




And al - so with you.

(P] Letus pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy
Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where
He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

b~

A - men.
(Sit)

FIRST READING Acts 4:1-12

1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them,
2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And
they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who had
heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

50n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, éwith Annas the high priest and
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. “And when they had set them in the
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man,
by what means this man has been healed, "Vlet it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—»by him this man is standing before you
well. ""This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. '?And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen | from the dead.”
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

EPISTLE 1 John 3:16-24

8By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. '"But if
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God'’s love abide
in him? '8Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

9By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2°for whenever our heart condemns
us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 2'Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another,
just as he has commanded us. #Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know
that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

AA.LELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ?He who is a hired hand
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. '3He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. '#l am the good
shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, 'Sjust as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my
life for the sheep. '8And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 'For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take
it up again. ®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have
authority to take it up again. This charge | have received from my Father.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HXMN OF THE DAY #709 - The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
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1 am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to  guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so through all the length of days
Thine unction grace bestoweth; Thy goodness faileth never;
And, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
From Thy pure chalice floweth! Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON Given by Pastor Mendez

I.  Whois the good shepherd?

.  Why does the Lord call us sheep?

lll.  Who is not the owner of the sheep?

V. The wolf snatches them and scatters them.

V. | know my own and my own know me.




VI. | lay down my life for the sheep.

VIl.  Who are the other sheep?

VIIl.  One flock with one shepherd.

IX.  llay down on my own initiative.

X. | have the authority.

Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at: https://[pastormendez.blogspot.com/
(Stand)

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Sit)



OFFERING
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(®) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -1~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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mer-cy on us.

Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
I 9 ﬂu. . r—  ——— > f . T "
| 4% o | | I I I | | | I I | I |
F%B"—d o o e ——— I - 7 —— o
1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love Dbe - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa - vor, Ear - ly
) 4 . [r—
f ﬂ‘" "H“ i o f — p S — f — —
& 5 Il I' Py Il -I -I | Il
L :)V & Il r ‘ i !
need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian  of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
) u ‘ , . [r—
1 a 1
Ho—— - = — -
feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
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Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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chil - dren when we pray Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us still.

Tune and text: Public domain

#711 - Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us



DInSTRIBUTION HYMN
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as 1 am, E - ven now the

heart 1 am; For my Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and stay. When I hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro- vides me, Loves me ev - ’ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; ‘When I thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
to His breast, There with - in His arms to rest.

Text and tune: Public domain

#740 - | Am Jesus' Little Lamb

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #710 - The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Now Want
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, TI'll not want; He makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will 1
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life Shall sure - ly
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down to lie In pas - tures green; He
walk  doth make With - in the paths of
fear no ill; For Thou art with me,
of my foes; My head Thou dost with
fol - low me; And in God’s house for -
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lead - eth me The qui - et wa - ters by.
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy rod And staff me com - fort still.
oil a - noint, And my cup o - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My dwell - ing place shall be.
Text and tune: Public domain
(Stand)
THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

[BNav4 I

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.

BnENEDICTION

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN #477 - Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu-ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
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2 - le - Iu - ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
A3 Al-1le - lu-ia, al -le-Iu-ia!l Glo - ry be to God on high:
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Sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
See the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil In con - fu - sion and re-treat;
Al - le-1lu - ia to the Sav - ior Who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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He who on the cross a vic-tim For the world’s sal - va-tion bled—
Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He lives for -ev - er - more,
Al - le - lu -ia to the Spir-it, Fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je-sus Christ, the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem - er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia To the tri - une Maj - es - ty!
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
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