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OPENING HYMN

#478 - The Day of Resurrection
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a -broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil That we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav’ns be joy - ful, Let earth its song be - gin,

A4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, All praise to God the Son,

0 . .

FA——1— T f .& — T —t—a ] ——

eSS =
The pass - o - ver of glad - ness, The pass-o - ver of God.
The Lord in rays e - ter - nal Of res-ur-rec-tion light
Let all the world keep tri - umph And all that is there - in.
All praise to God the Spir - it, E - ter-nal Three in One!
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From death to life e - ter - nal, From sin’s do-min-ion free,
And, lis-t'ning to His ac - cents, May hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and un - seen, Their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all the ran-somed num - ber Fall down be-fore the throne
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Our Christ has brought us o - ver With hymns of vic-to - ry.

His own “All hail!” and, hear - ing, May raise the vic - tor strain.
For Christ the Lord has ris - en, Our joy that has no end!
And hon - or, pow’r, and glo - ry As - cribe to God a - lone!

Tune and text: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the ~k Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Kneel/Stand)

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(Stand)
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 145:1-2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16

A little while, and you will see me no | longer;*
and again a little while, and you will | see me.
| will extol you, my | God and King,*
and bless your name forever and | ever.
Every day | will | bless you*
and praise your name forever and | ever.
The LORD is gracious and | merciful,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,*
and all your saints shall | bless you!
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
A little while, and you will see me no | longer;*
and again a little while, and you will | see me.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
Ay Refrain —~ ] m
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refiain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain



A u Final Refrain —~— P—
o [ [ | | | | | | [ | [
(EEES S S SSoTs ===
| ‘ ‘ ‘
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

SAALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded
and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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(Sit)

FIRST READING Acts 8:26—40

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning,
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 22And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 3And as
they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me
from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 3And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen | from the dead.”
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1-21

'Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have
gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which
you heard was coming and now is in the world already. “Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the
world listens to them. 8We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us.
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. '%In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. ''Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another. '2No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. '*And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. '*Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. '8So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. "By this is love perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. '®There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. ®We
love because he first loved us. 2°If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 2'And this commandment we have from him:
whoever loves God must also love his brother.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

A’I’_LELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because
of the word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 51 am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. éIf anyone does not abide in me he is thrown
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
(Sit)



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HXMN OF THE DAY
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#633 - At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise
2 Praise we Him, whose Ilove di - vine Gives
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - lu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON

Introduction
This year,

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
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Alleluia!

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia!

Celebrating in the Vineyard
John 15:1-8

About Gardening
One thing you will notice

Once in a while

When you have taken care

You can tell what is planted

When we plant a garden,

Being A Part of the Garden
We sing the old song,

This is the

Traditions and celebrations

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is

God’s will is

Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at: https://[pastormendez.blogspot.com/

(Stand)




APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Sit)

OFFERING
(Stand)

OFFERTORY
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer the sac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

f) — | \
A H— — 1 o —— —1
H)—e—o* | F 1 \ — —
Q) | I N
vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +



P/I’QEFACE
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(P) Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -1~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #481 - Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom
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1 Scat-ter the dark - ness, break the gloom; Sun, re - veal an

2 Bear-ing the stan - dard from on high As the Lamb  of
3 Ban-ners of tri - umph, be un - furled!  Trum - pets, sound through-
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emp - ty tomb Shin-ing with joy for all our  SOr - rows,
God to die; He who for us, so cruel - ly treat - ed,
out the world! Cry - ing and sighs, give way to sing - ing:
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Hope and peace for all to - mor - rows, Life un - e-
Lives a - gain— our foes de - feat - ed! Where is your
Life from death, our Lord is bring - ing! Let there be-

u o N I | N \ | [ I
A

\ N |
hY f " T | | Il |
il |

clipsed by doubt and dread: Christ has ris - en from the dead!
sting, O death and grave? Christ has shown His strength to save!
gin the ju - bi - lee— Christ has gained the vic - to - ry!
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #486 - If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death
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1 If Christ had not been raised from death Our faith would be in vain,
2 If Christ still lay with - in  the tomb Then death would be the end,
3 If Christ had not been tru - ly raised His Church would live a lie;
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Our preach-ing but a waste of breath, Our sin and guilt re- main.
And we should face our fi- nal doom With nei-ther guide nor friend.
His name should nev - er-more be praised, His words de-serve to die.
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But now the Lord is ris’n in-deed; He rules in earth and heav’'n:
But now the Sav-ior is raised up, So when a Chris-tian dies
But now our great Re-deem-er lives; Through Him we are re -stored;
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His Gos - pel meets a world of need— In Christ we are for - giv’'n.

We mourn, yet look to God in hope— In Christ the saints a - rise!

His Word en-dures, His Church re - vives In Christ, our ris - en Lord.
Text: © 1985 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
Tune: © 2003 Phillip Magness. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262



DISTRIBUTION HYMN #603 - We Know That Christ Is Raised

[ 9| | | T T | | |
e s e s e
PY) o o [4 =
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in  His sav - ing death.
3 The Fa-ther’'s splen - dorclothes the Son with life.
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Em-braced by death, He broke its fear - ful hold;
Re - born, we share with Him an Eas - ter life
The Spir - it’s pow - er shakes the Church of God.
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And our de - spair He turned to blaz - ing joy.
As liv - ing mem - bers  of a liv - ing Christ.
Bap - tized, we live with God the Three in One.
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Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia!
- le - Iu - ia!

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

Tune: Public domain

(Stand)

THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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BENEDICTION
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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1 He’s ris - en, He’s ris - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal - va - ry
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 0, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
A5 Then sing your ho - san - nas and raise your glad voice;
4 1 f I — T
e
d T T - - (K]
He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to  the tree.
And  death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi- lant song
In Sa - tan’s do-main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.

With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
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