Stewardship Under the Cross
Considering Our Giving in Light of God’s Word

This year our congregation takes the time to consider what God’s Word has to say about our
stewardship of the gifts He gives us. Rather than basing our giving on what we think the church needs, or on
what we think we ought to give, we look to God’s Word for guidance. This week, consider these words of Jesus
and how they apply to this question, “What percentage my income is God calling me to give to His work in the
Church?”

Jesus speaks about stewardship as trust in God’s provision.

Matthew 6:19-33 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. 22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but
if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness! 24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 25 Therefore I tell you, do not
be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet | tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

Jesus speaks about giving in proportion to what God has given us.

Mark 12:41-44 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on”



