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The Scxteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20", 2020

Color of the Day: Green - suggesting spiritual growth and maturity. There is nothing colorless about our need to
grow and mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. That's why the “green meadow” time of the church year is so
lengthy. Time must be given to encourage all worshipers to maintain their faith through the constant use of God's
means of grace.

OPENING HYMN #528 - Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues to sing My
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my  God, As -
3Je - sus! The name that charms our fears, That
4 He breaks the pow’r of can - celed sin; He
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great Re - deem - er’s praise, The glo - ries of my
sist me to pro - claim, To spread through all the
bids our sor - rows cease; *Tis mu - sic in the
sets the pris - 'ner free. His blood can make  the
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God and King, The tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad, The hon - ors of Thy name.
sin - ner’s ears, *Tis life and health and peace.
foul - est clean; His blood a - vails for me.
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; 6 See all your sins on Jesus 7 To God all glory, praise, and
own laid; love
Your God, ye fallen race. The Lamb of God was slain. Be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through His soul was once an off’ring By saints below and saints
faith alone, made above,
Be justified by grace. For ev’ry soul of man. The Church in earth and
heav’n.

Tune and text: Public domain

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Kneel/Stand)

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You



with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16; antiphon: v. 17

| will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
What shall | render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
| will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
O LORD, | am your | servant;*
| am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
| will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
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praise You for Your glo - ry. Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly
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Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of God: You
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take a-way the sin of the world; have mer - cy on
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us. You are seat - ed at the right hand of the
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lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

SﬁLUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P) The Lord be with you.

# | | . |
[ -l | | | |

[o)
ol | | | I =
e e — |

o)

\
And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us trust in
Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6-9

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,*
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12—-14, 19-30

2] want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 3so that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. *And most of
the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear. . ..

9for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 2°as
it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 2'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If | am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. 23] am hard pressed between the two. My desire is
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
25Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in
me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.



270nly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that
from God. ?°For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for
his sake, 3%engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.(Stand)

A{I).LELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
) & , — , |
(" A _ I | [— | | || | | | | 'R
g; : [ ! I [
You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for
his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about
the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and
whatever is right | will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all
day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.” 8And when
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with
the last, up to the first.” °And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. "°Now
when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. ""And on
receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, '2saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, |
am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? #Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to
this last worker as | give to you. 'SAm | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my
generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HXMN OF THE DAY #827 - Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling

1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus call-ing, “Who will go and work to- day?
2 Some take up His task in morn-ing, To  their Lord re - spond-ing soon;
3 For as rain and snow from heav-en Wa - ter seeds in dust -y soil,
4 Hear-ken to the Lordwhose com-ing Marks the time when grace shall end,
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Fields are white and har-vests wait-ing— Who will bear the sheaves a- way?”
Some are called in heat of mid-day, Oth-ers late in af - ter-noon;
Caus - ing them to bud and flow - er, Giv - ing bread to those who toil;

When with His an-gel -ic reap-ers He in glo-ry shall de-scend.
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Loud and long the Mas-ter call - eth; Rich re-ward He of-fers thee.
E - ven as the sun 1is set- ting, Some are sent in - to the fields,
So  the Lord sends forth His prom -ise, Words of life and joy and peace—
Soon the night, the fi - nal har - vest; Soon the time for workshall cease.
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Who will an-swer, glad - ly say-ing, “Here am I, send me, send me”?
There to gath-er in theboun-ty That God’s Word so rich - ly yields.
Nev - er void to Him re-turn-ing, Bear - ing fruit with great in- crease.
Then the souls His grace has gar-nered Shall en - joy His Sab - bath peace.

Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 2—4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

SERMON Generosity
Matthew 20:1-16
Introduction
We pick up our Gospel reading
The Parable - The Hiring
The parable is often called
The parable begins
The parable continues
The parable continues
The parable tells us
The Parable - The Paying
The second part of the parable
Those who were hired
But, those who were hired
The question of those hired first is
Application
The last statement at verse sixteen
Grandma Schmidt
Harry
Mr. Evashephski
Carla
Now, what do these people have to do with this parable?
Most important of all is the fact that
The difficulty of this parable is the question
Although God might allow us
God’s is gracious and giving of all
Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s new blog at: https://pastormendez.blogspot.com/
(Stand)

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven



and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Sit)

OFFERING

(Stand)

OFFERTORY
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? I will of - fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
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[ F o ]

g — — S—

(P)  The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -1~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION



DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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1 What is this bread? Christ’s bod - y
2 What s this wine? The blood of
3 So who am I, That I  should
4 Yet is God here? Oh, yes! By
51s this for me? I am for -
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ris - en from the dead: This bread we break,
Je - sus shed for mine; The cup of grace
live and He should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom -ise clear, In mouth and soul
giv - en and set free! I do be - lieve
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This  life we take, Was crushed to pay for our re -
Brings His em - brace Of life and love un - til 1
My  God, my God, Why have You not for - sak - en
He  makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pres-ent in this
That | re - ceive His ver -y bod-y and His
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lease. O taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! O taste and see— the Lord is King.
me? O taste and see— the Lord is free.
meal. O taste and see— the Lord is real.
blood. O taste and see— the Lord is good.

Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

DISTRIBUTION HYM

#629 - What Is This Bread

#796 - When in Our Music God Is Glorified
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1 When in our mu - sic God is glo - ri - fied
2 How of - ten, mak - ing mu - sic, we have found
3 So has the Church, in lit - ur - gy and song,

4 And did not Je -

sus sing a  psalm that night

5 Let ev - 'ty in - stru-ment be tuned for praise!
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And ad - o - ra - tion leaves no room for pride,
A new di - men - sion in the world of sound
In faith and love, through cen - tu - ries of wrong,
When ut - most e - vil strove a - gainst the light?
Let all re - joice who have a  voice to raise!
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It is as though the whole cre - a - tion cried:
As wor - ship moved us to a more pro - found
Borne wit - ness to the truth in ev - ’ry tongue:
Then let us sing, for whom He won the fight:
And may God give us faith to sing  al - ways:



Al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1972 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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#545 - Word of God, Come Down on Earth

G - - e ., 5 —
[ IANS — . I 11  — e H—
Q) I | S— 1
1 Word of God, come down on earth, Liv - ing rain from
2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word that brought to
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak  and heal our
4 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, One with God be -
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heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove,
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Faith and hope and love wun -end - ing. Word al - might -y,
Cru - ci - fied for our sal - va - tion, Sav - ing Word, the
Loose our tongues to tell Your kind - ness. Be our Word in
God the Spir - it, with us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor-ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo - ken, Heal  the world, by sin now bro - ken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
(Stand)
THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

)4

A - men.

BENEDICTION
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - men.
CLOSING HYMN #924 - Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra-tion For Your Gos - pel’s
3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call us From our strug-gling
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joy and peace; Let us each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall s,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem - ing grace. o re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er
0 | ‘
{ 04 o — I { P P [ I N |
HH— — . = ] | ] - ] i |
Q) r I ' I | I
o re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text and tune: Public domain
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