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The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020
Color of the Day: Green - suggesting spiritual growth and maturity. There is nothing colorless about our need to grow

and mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. That's why the "green meadow" time of the church year is so lengthy. Time must
be given to encourage all worshipers to maintain their faith through the constant use of God's means of grace.

OPENING HYMN #671 - Sing with All the Saints in Glory
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1 Sing with all the saints in glo - ry, Sing the res - ur -
2 Oh, what glo - ry, far ex - ceed - ing All that eye has
3 Life e - ter - nal! Heav’n re - joic - es: Je - sus lives who
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rec - tion  song! Death and sor - row, earth’s dark sto - ry,
yet per - ceived! Ho - liest hearts for a - ges plead-ing
once was  dead. Shout with joy, O death - less voic - es!
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To the for- mer days be - long. All a-round the
Nev - er that full joy con - ceived. God has prom - ised,
Child of God, lift up your head! Life e - ter - nal!
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clouds are break - ing; Soon the storms of time shall
Christ pre - pares it; There on high our wel - come
Oh, what won - ders Crowd on faith; what joy un -
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cease; In God’s like - ness we a- wak - en,
waits. Ev - ry hum - ble spir - it shares it,
known, When, a - mid earth’s clos-ing thun - ders,
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Know - ing ev - er - last - ing peace.
Christ  has passed thee - ter - nal gates.
Saints shall stand be - fore the throne!

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(Stand)

P In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.



(Kneel/Stand)

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 143:2, 5-6, 10—11; antiphon: v. 1

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,”
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
| remember the days of old; | meditate on all that | you have done;*
| ponder the work | of your hands.
| stretch out my | hands to you;*
my soul thirsts for you like a | parched land.
Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God!*
Let your good Spirit lead me on | level ground!
For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!*
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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[A] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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:jllf] The Lord be with you.
t%i‘w%

And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust in You.
Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may
never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

"Be silent before the Lord Gob!
For the day of the LORD is near;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—
“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
%0On that day | will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master’s house
with violence and fraud.
10“On that day,” declares the LORD,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
"Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.
12At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and | will punish the men
who are complacent,
those who say in their hearts,
‘The LoRD will not do good,
nor will he doill.’
3Their goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
4The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
5A day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
6a day of trumpet blast and battle cry

Zephaniah 1:7-16



against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.”

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
Blesseéd are those whose strength is | in you,”

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
they will not escape. “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 3For you are all
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 8So then let us not sleep, as others do, but
let us keep awake and be sober. "For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. °For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, "®who died for us
so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. '"Therefore encourage one another and build one another
up, just as you are doing.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

AA_LELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.
5To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. '®He
who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. '7So also he who
had the two talents made two talents more. '®But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid
his master's money. '""Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 2°And he
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here | have made five talents more.’ 2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here | have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy
of your master.” 2*He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, ?°so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You
knew that | reap where | have not sowed and gather where | scattered no seed? 2’Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with interest. 22So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 2°For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 3°And cast the worthless servant into the
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”



(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY
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1 The day is sure-ly draw-ing near When Je - sus,God’s a-noint-ed,
2 The fi - nal trum-pet then shall soundAnd all the earth beshak -en,
3 The booksare o-pened then to all, A rec - ord tru - ly tell - ing
4 Then woe to those who scornedthe Lord And sought but car - nal plea-sures,
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In all His pow - er shall ap - pear As judge whom God ap-
And all who rest be-neath the ground Shall from their sleep a-
What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was
Who here de-spised His pre-cious Word And loved their earth - ly
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point - ed. Then fright shall ban - ish i - dle mirth, And flames on
wak - en. But all who live will in that hour, By God’s al-
dwell - ing, And ev - ’ry heart be clear -ly seen, And all be

trea - sures! With shame and trem-bling they will stand And at the
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flames shall rav - age earth As Scrip - ture long has warned us.
might - y, bound-less pow’r, Be changed at His com-mand - ing.
known as they have been In thoughts and words and ac - tions.
judg - e’s stern com-mand To Sa - tan be de - liv - ered.

5 My Savior paid the debt | owe 6  May Christ our intercessor be
And for my sin was smitten; And through His blood and
Within the Book of Life | know merit
My name has now been Read from His book that we are
written. free
| will not doubt, for | am free, With all who life inherit.
And Satan cannot threaten me; Then we shall see Him face to
There is no condemnation! face,
With all His saints in that blest
place
Which He has purchased for

us.
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Introduction
This morning

#508 - The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent
plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us
free
From death and ev'’ry evil.

Settling Accounts
Matthew 24:14-30

The Giving of the Talents
Our text is the parable of

Before the man goes on his journey

The man’s desire is

The two faithful servants

The Day of Judgement
Our text quickly moves to

Finally, the lazy servant is summoned

And so, the master shows

The master punishes

What Does This Mean?




We are approaching the end

Our text for this morning serves to

Not only does God give

How do we know what gifts

At some point, a point | believe to be

Only after we have been judged

Thus, to use the language of Martin Luther

Next week is the

Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:
http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at: https://pastormendez.blogspot.com/
(Stand)

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life - of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Sit)

OFFERING

(Stand)

OFFERTORY -
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What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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h 4 —— | —
A H— — I ] i ——— T —H

T N I |
—e—e i ——
e

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus
fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo - ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
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Lamb of God, You take a- way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #533 - Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure
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1 Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nal,
2 Je - sus has come! Now see bonds rent a - sun-der!
3 Je - sus has come as the might-y Re - deem-er.
4 Je - sus has come as the King of all glo - ry!
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Al - pha, O - me - ga, Be - gin - ning and End;
Fet - ters of death now dis -solve, dis - ap - pear.
See now the threat - en - ing strong one dis - armed!
Heav-en and earth, (@) de - clare His great pow’r,
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God-head, hu - man - 1 - ty, u - nion su - per - nal,
See Him burst through with a voice as of thun - der!
Je - sus Dbreaks down all the walls of death’s for - tress,
Cap - tur - ing hearts with the heav-en - ly sto - ry;
0H |
o 11 - | | { l i ¥
‘%b p—® o ot t ﬁ ® i o | | PN
LV | | [ | I | et | | ¥ 1
d I 1 1 I i I
O great Re - deem-er, You come as our friend!
He sets  us free from our guilt and our fear,
Brings forth the  pris-’ners tri - um - phant, un - harmed.
Wel - come Him now in this fast - fleet - ing  hour!
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Heav-en and earth, now pro - claim this great won -der:
Lifts us from shame to the place of His hon - or.
Sa - tan, you wick - ed one, own now your mas - ter!
Pon -der His love! Take the crown He has for you!
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Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nall
Je - sus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thun - der!
Je - sus has come! He, the might - y Re - deem - er!
Je - sus has come! He, the King of all glo - ry!

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
Tune: Public domain



DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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1 Let me be Thine for-ev - er, My faith - ful God and Lord;
2 Lord Je - sus, my sal-va-tion, My lightt my life di - vine,
3 And Thou, O Ho - ly Spir - it, My com - fort-er and guide,
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Let me for-sake Thee nev - er Nor wan -der from Thy ‘Word.
My on - ly con - so - la - tion, O make me whol - ly Thine!
Grant that in Je - sus’” mer - it 1 al - ways may con - fide,
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Lord, do not let me wa - ver, But give me stead- fast - ness,
For Thou hast dear - ly bought me With blood and bit - ter pain.
Him to the end con-fess - ing Whom I have known by faith.
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And for such grace for - ev - er Thy ho-1ly name I'll  bless.
Let me, since Thou hast sought me, E - ter-nal life ob - tain.
Give me Thy con-stant bless - ing And grant a Chris - tian death.
Text and tune: Public domain

DIASTRIBUTION HYMN
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1 What is the world to me With all  its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - vy
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is the world to me! My Je - sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!

Yet nev -er once re - flects That they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev - er is con - tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1y, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it TI’ll be:
My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
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You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, 1 de - clare: What 1s the world to me!
Tune and text: Public domain
(Stand)
THANK THE LORD
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.

#689 - Let Me Be Thine Forever

#730 - What Is the World to Me
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia,

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray.

al-le - Iu

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
O H
A - men
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() The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN #673 - Jerusalem, My Happy Home
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1Je - m - sa - lem, my hap - py home,
20 hap - py har - bor of the saints,
3 Thy gar - dens and thy gal - lant walks
4 There trees for - ev - er - more bear fruit
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When shall I come to thee? When shall my sor - rows
(@] sweet and pleas - ant soil! In thee no sor - row
Con - tin - ual-ly are  green; There grow such sweet and
And ev - er - more do spring; There ev - er - more the
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have an end? Thy joys when shall 1 see?
may be found, No grief, no care, no toil.
pleas - ant flow’rs As no - where else are  seen.
an - gels dwell And ev - er - more do sing.
5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare

Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below

Will join the glorious band.
Tune and text: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

For that bright home of love
That | may see Thee and adore
With all Thy saints above.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights

reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.



