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Christmas Eve
December 24th 2023

Color of the Day: White - the festival color of the Church. It is
reserved for celebrations that reflect themes of purity, light,
innocence, holiness, and redemption, including special events
in Jesus' life as His Birth, Baptism, Transfiguration, and
Resurrection.

Opening Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . #383 – A Great and Mighty Wonder

Confession and Absolution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 184

Service of the Word
Introit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 186

Ps. 24:1, 3-5; antiphon: Ps.2:7

I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten

you.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,*

the world and those who | dwell therein.
Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?*

And who shall stand in his | holy place?
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,*

who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de-
| ceitfully.
He will receive blessing | from the LORD*

and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten
you.”

Kyrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 186

Gloria In Excelsis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 187

Salutation & Collect of the Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 189
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth

of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully
receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Old Testament Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 190
 Isaiah 7:10–14

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz
said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And
he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Gradual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 190
Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Epistle Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 190
 1 John 4:7–16

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has
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ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and
he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him. 

Alleluia & Verse (Common) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 190

Holy Gospel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 190
 Matthew 1:18–25

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his
wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.

Creed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 191/192

Hymn of the Day. . . . . #358 – From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come

The Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Word Made Flesh
Text: John 1:14

Offertory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 192

Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 193

Our First Fruits & Tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts
to the Lord for the work of the Gospel. Our Offerings are special gifts for special
causes over and above our tithes. This is an act of worship for members and
friends of St. Matthew who are moved by God's love to respond to the Gospel.
Guests should not feel obligated to partic ipate.

Prayer Of The Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 193

Service of the Sacrament
Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 194
P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those
things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 195

Lord’s Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 196

The Words of Our Lord & Pax Domini . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 197

Agnus Dei . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 198

Distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 199

Before partaking of the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you read our communion
statement on the pew insert behind the Bible. Thank you.

Distribution Hymns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #364 – Away in a Manger
#361 – Oh Little Town of Bethlehem

#368 - Angels We Have Heard on High

Nunc Dimittis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 199

Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 200

Salutation and Benedicamus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 201

Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 202

Closing Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #363 – Silent Night, Holy Night


