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[he First Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020
Color of the Day: White - the festival color of the Church. It is reserved for celebrations that reflect themes of

purity, light, innocence, holiness, and redemption, including special events in Jesus'life as His Birth, Baptism,
Transfiguration, and Resurrection.

OPENING HYMN #3809 - Let All Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise  our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
Are———a— o s J L]
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glo -rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies

at - ing light; To serve us all He  hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives us His realm, His

give us His own Son, To give us His own  Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.
5 Heisaservant, | alord: 6 Heis the key and He the door A7  Your grace in lowliness
How great a mystery! To blesséd paradise; revealed,
How strong the tender Christ The angel bars the way no Lord Jesus, we adore
Child’s love! more. And praise to God the Father
No truer friend than He, To God our praises rise, yield
No truer friend than He. To God our praises rise. And Spirit evermore;

We praise You evermore.

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3—7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Stand)

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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(P} I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Kneel/Stand)

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquiti

repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
being.
(P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordain

name of the Father and of the "1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(Stand)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israe
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.

es with which | have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful

ed servant of the Word, announce the grace
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Glh.ORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Psalm 98:1—-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor - ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
0 ‘ | ,
g 1 T I I T I T I I T ]
b M | I I PN | T I 1 I ]
| o 1 e | | = I | I o 1 A ] I ]
L \Q_)\I T 1 () 1 I 1 () I ]

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Sé\LUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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P Let us pray.

(P} O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3

101 will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
""For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GobD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,”
for he has done | marvelous things!

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4-7

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 8And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir
through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Stand)

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall
be called holy to the Lord”) 2*and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves,
or two young pigeons.” 22Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27’And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his
arms and blessed God and said,

2%“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;

30for my eyes have seen your salvation
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,



323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3*And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his
mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 3%(and a
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

%6And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having
lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, ¥7and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.
(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
HXMN OF THE DAY
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo - ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem - pla-tions, Bright-er vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.

#367 - Angels from The Realms of Glory
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Introduction
Seven days ago

Jesus Is The Christ
Luke 2:22-40

Simeon
Our text begins by introducing us to

As Mary and Joseph entered the temple

Luke tells us that

But Simeon does not stop

Probably the hardest words

Anna
Luke, the faithful Doctor and Historian shows

Anna came up to Mary and Joseph

We are told by Luke that Jesus moved

Our Assurance
This morning we have Luke’s accurate account

Luke’s words assure us

Luke’s words assure us

Which means that Luke’s words

This morning we come to worship

Other Notes or Questions for Pastor:

Miss a sermon, need some inspiration, need a review of church doctrine (teachings), check out Pastor's blog at:

http://rabswritings.blogspot.com/ or Pastor Mendez’s blog at: https://pastormendez.blogspot.com/
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tion, and up - hold me with Thy free spir-it. A - men.

(Sit)

OFFERING

(Stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
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We lift them  up un - to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

PROPER PREFACE (FULL)

(P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us
a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER
(P} Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

TI’-’IE WORDS OF OUR LORD
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(P] Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I<bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.

This do in re- mem - brance of Me.” In the same way al - SO
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #338 - Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.

Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

L \J} - l_l T T 1 H !
Dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, Joy of ev -’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text and tune: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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1 In His tem - ple now be-hold Him, See the long - ex -
2 In the arms of her who bore Him, Vir - gin pure, be -
3 Je - sus, by Your pre - sen - ta - tion, When they blessed You,
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hold Him lie While His a - ged saints a - dore Him
weak and poor, Make us see Your great sal - va - tion,
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God has now ful - filled His word. Now to praise Him,
Ere in per - fect faith they die. Al - le - lu - ia,
Seal us with  Your prom - ise sure; And pre-sent us
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His re -deem - ed Shall break forth with one ac - cord.
al - le - lu - ia! Lo, the in - car - nate God Most High!
in Your glo - ry To Your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.

Tune and text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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1 In peace and joy I now de-part Since God so wills it.
2 Christ Je - sus brought this gift to me, My  faith-ful Sav - ior,
3 You sent the peo - ple of the earth Their great sal - va - tion;

4 Christ is the hope and sav-ing light Of those in blind - ness;
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Se - rene and con - fi - dent my heart; Still - ness fills it.

Whom You have made my eyes to see By Your fa - vor

Your in - vi - ta - tion sum-mons forth Ev - ’ry na - tion

He guides and com-forts those in night By His kind - ness.

#519 - In His Temple Now Behold Him

#938 - In Peace and Joy | Now Depart



f , —

I f T I — —
| 1 [ |

PI) ' |4 & & <>
For the Lord has prom-ised me That death is but a slum - ber.
Now I know He is my life, My friend when I am dy - ing.
By Your ho - ly, pre - cious Word, In ev - ’ry place re - sound-ing.

For Your peo - ple Is - ra - el In Him find joy and glo - ry.
Tune and text: Public domain
Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262

(Stand)
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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is now, and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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® The Lord be with you.



And with thy spir - it.
BENEDICAMUS
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
H 4 #
[ T H
r 2 | ® oo
eJ
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
CLOSING HYMN #937 - Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace
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1 Lord, bid Your ser - vant  go in peace,
2 This is the Sav - ior of the world,

A 3 With saints of old, with saints to come,
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Your word is now  ful - filled. These eyes have seen sal -
The Gen -tiles’ prom -ised light, God’s glo - ry dwell - ing
To You we lift our voice; To Fa - ther, Son, and
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va - tion’s dawn, This child so long fore - told.
in our midst, The joy of Is - ra - el
Spir - it blest Be hon - or, love, and praise.

Text (sts. 1-2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005262
Tune: Public domain
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